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had reason to know that the members of the Signoria were
not men likely to refuse to support his action before the
people, backed as that action was by the evidence of traitor-
ous conduct which he asserted that he possessed against
Baldaccio d'Anghiari.

In the same year (1441) Cosimo arranged the purchase
by Florence from the Pope of the town of Borgo San Sepolcro,
for a sum of 25,000 florins; while we are told, "Cosimo in-
creased the obligation of the State to him in the matter in
that he himself advanced the purchase money."

In 1443 Pope Eugenius IV was at last able to return to
Rome. Rome was at this time a ruined city,34 devastated by
the long conflicts between the Orsini, the Colonna, and other
great barons, and destitute of all culture or civilising in-
fluences; and the contrast was all the more severe to the
Pope since Florence, where he had been living for eight
years, was in advance of all other cities in Europe.

In 1444 Cosimo founded the celebrated Medici Library, the
first public library35 to exist in Europe, and from the ex-
ample of which the Vatican Library at Rome was thirty
years afterwards formed. This library, housed at first in their
own palace, was steadily added to by the Medici family in
succeeding generations, and by them in 1524 the building
in which it is now located (in the cloisters of San Lorenzo) 3G
was constructed, designed by Michelangelo. It contains about
ten thousand manuscript books of Greek and Latin classical
authors, many of them of the rarest value. Among these it
possesses the original copy of the Pandects of Justinian (A.D.
533), the discovery of which in the twelfth century caused
so great an influence on the civilisation of Europe, and on
which our study of the Roman law almost entirely hinges.87
Also the best manuscript of Cicero's letters; two manuscripts
of Tacitus, one of them being the sole existing copy con-
taining the first five books of the "Annals"; a very ancient
copy of the tragedies of Sophocles; a most important manu-